SOCIAL ISSUES

PASSION FOR LIFE

1. There is a strong lobby against parental rights in connection with education (particularly on schooling, sex and religious education); Faith Schools; and on limiting freedom of speech and action by faith groups.

GREEN PARTY LIBERALDEMOCRATS CONSERVATIVES LABOUR
In line with . In line with In line with ’ In line with
PARENTAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES John Reardon Christian teaching Neil Hughes Christian teaching John Stevenson Christian teaching Michael Boaden Christian teaching
For Against Don't Yes No For Against Don't Yes No For Against Don't Yes No For Against Don't Yes No
Know Know Know Know
2. Would you vote for or against a Bill to prevent
parents from withdrawing their children from sex The issue i e content of S
education classes? |than the att e class.
3. Would you vote for or against a bill to prevent
parents from ensuring their children receive the
Religious Education of their choice?
GREEN PARTY LIBERALDEMOCRATS CONSERVATIVES LABOUR
In line with ’ In line with In line with . In line with
FAITH SCHOOLS John Reardon Christian teaching Neil Hughes Christian teaching John Stevenson Christian teaching Michael Boaden Christian teaching
For  Against P | ves | No For  Against 2™ | ves | No | For Against P | ves | No For  Against 22" | ves | No
Know Know Know Know

4. The battle against faith schools rests on claims of creating a truly "inclusive society" (preventing rifts between religious communities), "social justice", "tackling unchecked homophobia”, groups giving themselves "unfair advantages" and of

"discrimination against the vulnerable".

On the contrary, the Muslim community has consistently made it clear that they welcome non-Muslim Faith Schools (e.g. Catholic faith schools as do people of other Christian Religons). The object to the claims that they are divisive. As for the claim of
"unfair advantages", Catholic schools in particular have always been known as providing for the underprivileged. In addition, many faith schools have very high rating in educational achievements and for having a fair discipline. We consider that many

incorrect claims are made by groups wanting to abolish faith schools.

4a. Would you vote for or against a Bill to compel
faith schools to include a given proportion of
pupils of other faiths/no faith regardless of
whether they had sufficient space for their own
religious intake?

4b. Would you vote for or against a bill to abolish
faith schools?
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THE EQUALITY ACT AND FREEDOM OF
SPEECH AND ACTION FOR FAITH GROUPS

GREEN PARTY LIBERALDEMOCRATS CONSERVATIVES LABOUR
In line with ) In line with In line with ) In line with
John Reardon Christian teaching Neil Hughes Christian teaching John Stevenson Christian teaching Michael Boaden Christian teaching
For Against Don't Yes No For Against Don't Yes No For Against Don't Yes No For Against Don't Yes No
Know Know Know Know

5. It is important to recognise that no pro-life/pro-family group in this country supports any form of hate campaign against gay people or hetero-sexual couples who choose to live together. It is equally important to recognise that the Judaeo/Christian
beliefs have always regarded the traditional family unit (one man and one woman for life) as the cornerstone for society. There is also an abundance of evidence to show that this is by far the most successful environment in which to nurture children.

(Muslims, Buddhists and others hold similar beliefs)

However, because of their commitment to the traditional family, under the Equality Act, faith adoption agencies have been forced to close down because of their refusal to place children with same-sex couples.

5a. Would you vote for or against an amendment
to ensure that faith adoption agencies be
permitted to place children in families they
consider suitable according to their faith?

6. Under the original act individuals were arrested simply for stating the views of their Churches, while others have lost their positions at work for stating they were unable to carry out all their new duties (e
between same sex couples). An amendment - described as the "Freedom of Speech Amendment" has been added to the law through the House of Lords. However, pressure groups have assured their followers that through the House of Commons they

are certain to change this and return to the original law.

6a. Would you vote for or against the "Freedom
of Speech"” clause in the Equality Act?
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PASSION FOR LIFE

You may add any comments you wish to
make to the following subjects:

GREEN PARTY LIBERALDEMOCRATS CONSERVATIVES LABOUR
In line with In line with In line with Michael Boaden In line with
John Reardon Christian teaching Neil Hughes Christian teaching John Stevenson Christian teaching Christian teaching
Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No
The Conservative Party is

The breakdown of the committed to allowing other gg;z;iza;idht;pziifﬁcm

traditional family is the root Strongly support church's organisations to set up schools .
PARENTAL RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES cause of many of our views here \which would include faith Bills/Proposals. Happy to

society's problems.

schools. Don't want any
restrictions on entry

FAITH SCHOOLS

| work in one and I'm a

product of one!

Support principle of faith
schools, but believe should
demonstrate inclusivity of
intake, though NOT via
quotas.

LD policy is to ABOLISH
Faith Schools.

| would certainly not vote for a
bill which abolishes faith schools

THE EQUALITY ACTS AND FREEDOM OF
SPEECH CLAUSE

Faith adoption agencies
should be left alone by the
state to make their own

decisions.

If treated as a conscience
issue by my parliamentary
party | would support freedom
of speech

\We have lost sight of some
fundamental issues in our
[democracy concerning civil
liberties. There has been an
lerosion and it is extremely
dangerous.

debate all proposals put
forward by Parliament.

See above

We must

speech at
all costs

See above
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THE ABORTION ACT

GREEN PARTY

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

CONSERVATIVES

LABOUR

John Reardon

In line with Christian
teaching

Neil Hughes

In line with Christian
teaching

John Stevenson

In line with Christian
teaching

Michael Boaden

In line with Christian
teaching

QUESTIONS

For

Against

Don't
Know

Yes No

For

Against

Don't
Know

Yes

1. Are you in favour of abortion on demand?

Would you vote for or against an amendment to tighten the
abortion law to stop abortion on demand.

2. Would you vote for or against lowering the upper limit for
social abortions (now 24 weeks)

No
Answer =
N/A

N/A

No of weeks

no answer

Against

No of weeks

No

For Against

Don't
Know

Yes No

SEE BELOW

SEE BELOW

No of weeks

2a. If you would vote for lowering the limit for social
abortions, please state the time limits you would be willing to
vote for: 20 Weeks, 18 weeks, 16 weeks, 14 weeks, 12
weeks

12 weeks

3. Would you vote for or against an amendment to the law
allowing one doctor (instead of two as in the present law) to
sign for an abortion up to 12/14 weeks?

N/A

N/A

4. Would you vote for or against early abortions to be carried
out by a qualified nurse or midwife in a general practitioner's
surgery?

5. Would you vote for or against a law to ensure that doctors
agreeing to or carrying out an abortion are required to refer
patients for counselling to ensure they are informed of any
possible physical or psychiatric after effects (as called for by
the Royal College of Psychiatrists)?

N/A

N/A

6. The United Kingdom has the most forceful Government
programme promoting contraception and abortion to
teenagers. This has been followed by increasing rates of
pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases among
teenagers that are the highest of any country in Western
Europe. Would you vote for or against a Bill to require
doctors and agencies to inform parents of children of 15
years and under when they provide them with abortion (in
the case of girls) and contraceptives (for both sexes)?

7. In Northern Ireland all the political parties without
exception and all the churches are united in opposition to
the Abortion Act being extended to their country. Even so,
there are Westminster MPs who wish to override them and
extend the law to Northern Ireland: would you vote for or
against the extension of the Abortion Act to Northern
Ireland?

N/A

N/A

not stated but should be lower

not answered

need to see arguments for/against before deciding.

SEE BELOW

SEE BELOW

SEE BELOW
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LABOUR

destrov
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THE HUMAN FERTILISATION & EMBRYOLOGY ACT GREEN PARTY LIBERAL DEMOCRATS CONSERVATIVES
LLLILLLELS - . P - . e N Y PP
(HPE Act) John Reardon with Neil Hughes In line with _Chrlst|an John Stevenson In line with F'Jhnstlan Michael Boaden In line with _Chrlst|an
P teaching teaching teaching

8. The HFE Act allows for experimental purposes, the
production of human embryos, human embryonic Don't Don't Don't Don't
clones; and hybrid embryonic clones (animals/humans): For Against Know Yes No For Against Know Yes Against Know Yes No For Against Know Yes No
Would you vote for or against amendments to ban the
following?
8a. The production of human embryos for experiments? N/A
8b. The production of human embryonic clones for N/A
experiments?
8c. The production of hybrid clones (animals/human) for N/A
experiments?
8d. Doctors being permitted to use tissue or gametes for N/A
research, taken from patients without their specific consent?
You may add any comments you wish to make to the
following subjects:

I'am we need abortion law. Could reduce o

opposed time limit from 24. Need 2 doctors My personal position is to

to for abortion to happen. Once uphold the current law in
ABORTION abortion NIA permission given who does it relation to women's right to

on doesn't matter as long as done choose.

demand proerly

will To be entirely honest, | have Would vote to support the

:2‘)056 limited knowledge on its full current Act, but would, of
EMBRYO PRODUCTION AND EXPERIMENTS ﬁy " N/A implications, and prefer to course, consider carefully any

fo empts reserve judgement. Feel ill amendments brought before

Parliament.




RIGHT TO LIFE
PASSION FOR LIFE

GREEN PARTY LIBERAL DEMOCRATS CONSERVATIVES LABOUR

John Reardon In line with F’Jhnstlan Neil Hughes In line with _Chrlst|an John Stevenson In line with F’Jhnstlan Michael Boaden In line with _Chrlst|an
teaching teaching teaching teaching

For Against Don't Yes No For Against Don't Yes No Against No For Against Don't Yes No
Know Know Know

EUTHANASIA AND ASSISTED SUICIDE

9. Would you vote for or against the legalisation of voluntary N/A
euthanasia?

SEE BELOW

10. Would you vote for or against the legalisation of assisted
. N/A
suicide?

SEE BELOW

11. Would you vote for or against euthanasia of newborn N/A
disabled babies?

SEE BELOW

12. Would you vote for or against an amendment to the
Suicide Act to prevent the Director of Public Prosecutions
from bringing criminal charges against a person for helping N/A
another to commit suicide (e.g. helping a patient to travel to
Switzerland for suicide)?

SEE BELOW

13. A number of MPs have already spoken out against the
guidelines of Assisted Suicide published by the Director of
Public Prosecutions. They consider that he has exceeded
his authority and has over-ruled the Primacy of Parliament.
In effect legalising Assisted Suicide. They intend to ensure
that any such changes must go through the parliamentary
process and not through the judiciary manipulating their N/A
powers. A number of people such as Max Hastings who is
opposed to the pro-life movement on almost all issues has
also challenged the DPP and the Judiciary in what he
considers to be a campaign to overrule the Primary of
Parliament. Would you suppose or oppose MPs seeking to
safeguard the Primary of Parliament?

SEE BELOW

You may add any comments you wish to make to the
following subjects:

| would examine any
legislative proposal carefully
1 will fight against any | would not vote for legislation on these matters and would

) no answer ) )
measures to introduce of euthanasia. welcome representations on
these matters as they come
before Parliament.

VOLUNTARY EUTHANASIA

ASSISTED SUICIDE no answer SAME AS ABOVE




